
Bible Study February 14, 2024 
1 SAMUEL 19 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

WHO CAN I RUN TO? 
 

1 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David. 
But Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted much in David. 2 And Jonathan told David, “Saul my 
father seeks to kill you. Therefore be on your guard in the morning. Stay in a secret place 
and hide yourself.  

Jonathan recognized David’s anointing from God and his superior leadership qualities. 

3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak to 
my father about you. And if I learn anything I will tell you.” 4 And Jonathan spoke well of 
David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king sin against his servant David, 
because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you. 
5 For he took his life in his hand and he struck down the Philistine, and the LORD worked a 
great salvation for all Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against 
innocent blood by killing David without cause?” 6 And Saul listened to the voice of 
Jonathan. Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall not be put to death.” 7 And Jonathan 
called David, and Jonathan reported to him all these things. And Jonathan brought David 
to Saul, and he was in his presence as before. 

Romans 8:34 (ESV) 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.   

1 John 2:1 (ESV) 
2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

8 And there was war again. And David went out and fought with the Philistines and struck 
them with a great blow, so that they fled before him. 9 Then a harmful spirit from the LORD 
came upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand. And David was playing 
the lyre. 10 And Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he eluded Saul, so 
that he struck the spear into the wall. And David fled and escaped that night. 

11 Saul sent messengers to David's house to watch him, that he might kill him in the 
morning. But Michal, David's wife, told him, “If you do not escape with your life tonight, 
tomorrow you will be killed.” 12 So Michal let David down through the window, and he fled 
away and escaped. 13 Michal took an image and laid it on the bed and put a pillow of goats' 
hair at its head and covered it with the clothes. 14 And when Saul sent messengers to take 
David, she said, “He is sick.” 15 Then Saul sent the messengers to see David, saying, “Bring 
him up to me in the bed, that I may kill him.” 16 And when the messengers came in, behold, 
the image was in the bed, with the pillow of goats' hair at its head. 17 Saul said to Michal, 
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“Why have you deceived me thus and let my enemy go, so that he has escaped?” And 
Michal answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go. Why should I kill you?’” 

Is it ever right to disobey your parent or guardian, as Jonathan did here? It is clearly a principle of 
Scripture that when a parent or guardian instructs his or her child to break God’s laws, the child 
should obey God rather than a human being. This principle assumes that the child is old enough 
to be accountable and to see through any deception. A child’s role is to be respectful, helpful, and 
obedient to his or her parents (Ephesians 6:1-3), but not to follow advice or commands that violate 
God’s laws.  

Acts 5:29 (ESV) 
29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 
 
Psalms 59:1-5 (ESV) 
To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of David, when Saul sent 
men to watch his house in order to kill him. 
 
1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; protect me from those who rise up against me; 
2 deliver me from those who work evil, and save me from bloodthirsty men. 
 
3 For behold, they lie in wait for my life; fierce men stir up strife against me.  For no 
transgression or sin of mine, O Lord, 4 for no fault of mine, they run and make ready.  
Awake, come to meet me, and see! 
5 You, Lord God of hosts, are God of Israel.  Rouse yourself to punish all the nations; spare 
none of those who treacherously plot evil. Selah 
 
Psalms 59:16-17 (ESV) 
16 But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning.  For 
you have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.  17 O my Strength, 
I will sing praises to you, for you, O God, are my fortress, the God who shows me steadfast 
love. 

18 Now David fled and escaped, and he came to Samuel at Ramah and told him all that Saul 
had done to him. And he and Samuel went and lived at Naioth. 19 And it was told Saul, 
“Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 20 Then Saul sent messengers to take David, and 
when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as head 
over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 
21 When it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they also prophesied. And Saul 
sent messengers again the third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Then he himself went 
to Ramah and came to the great well that is in Secu. And he asked, “Where are Samuel and 
David?” And one said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.” 23 And he went there to 
Naioth in Ramah. And the Spirit of God came upon him also, and as he went he prophesied 
until he came to Naioth in Ramah.  

Jonathan spoke up for David (19:4), Michal helped him escape (19:11-17), Samuel gave him a 
place to hide (19:18), and here the Spirit of God interrupted Saul’s manhunt. Each of these events 
protected David from harm and even death. They were more than coincidences; God was at work. 
When you are spared from harm, consider that God may be supernaturally protecting you 
because he has a further purpose for you in his work here on earth. 
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24 And he too stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay naked 
all that day and all that night. Thus it is said, “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

This was the second time that Saul surprised everyone by joining a group of prophets and 
prophesying. We do not know if they were speaking messages from God or merely joining in 
ecstatic expression. The first time this happened to Saul (1 Samuel 10) was right after he was 
anointed king and did not want to accept the responsibility. This time Saul was consumed with 
jealousy over David’s growing popularity, but the Spirit of God immobilized him so he was unable 
to harm David. Although Saul was receptive to the Spirit of God and was caught up in prophesying, 
his heart and mind were far from loving God and thinking like him. 

1 Samuel 10:10-11 (ESV) 
10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met him, and the Spirit of God 
rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And when all who knew him 
previously saw how he prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, 
“What has come over the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”  
 
Jude 1:24-25 (ESV) 
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time[h] and now and forever. 
Amen. 
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