
Bible Study March 6, 2024 
1 SAMUEL 22 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

 

David at the Cave of Adullam 

1 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And when his brothers 
and all his father's house heard it, they went down there to him. 2 And everyone who was 
in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul, gathered 
to him. And he became commander over them. And there were with him about four hundred 
men. 

Those in some sort of trouble, in debt, or discontented joined David, who was an outlaw. These 
people were outcasts themselves and could only improve their lot by helping David become king. 
David’s control over this band of men again shows his resourcefulness and ability to lead and 
motivate others. It is difficult enough to build an army out of good soldiers, but it takes even greater 
leadership to build one out of the kind of soldiers who followed David. This group eventually 
formed the core of his military leadership (2 Samuel 23:8-39). 

3 And David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. And he said to the king of Moab, “Please 
let my father and my mother stay with you, till I know what God will do for me.” 4 And he 
left them with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him all the time that David was in the 
stronghold. 5 Then the prophet Gad said to David, “Do not remain in the stronghold; depart, 
and go into the land of Judah.” So David departed and went into the forest of Hereth. 

Although the Israelites were not on friendly terms with Moab (14:47), David may have been able 
to secure permission from the king because of his family ties. His great-grandmother Ruth was 
from Moab (Ruth 1:4; 4:13-22). 

Saul Kills the Priests at Nob 

6 Now Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men who were with him. Saul was 
sitting at Gibeah under the tamarisk tree on the height with his spear in his hand, and all 
his servants were standing about him. 7 And Saul said to his servants who stood about 
him, “Hear now, people of Benjamin; will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and 
vineyards, will he make you all commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, 
8 that all of you have conspired against me? No one discloses to me when my son makes 
a covenant with the son of Jesse. None of you is sorry for me or discloses to me that my 
son has stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at this day.”  

Why did Saul only mention those from the tribe of Benjamin when he addressed his officers? 
Apparently Saul’s key officers were from the tribe of Benjamin, just as he was. David was from 
the neighboring tribe of Judah. Saul was appealing to tribal loyalty to maintain his hold on the 
throne. 
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9 Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who stood by the servants of Saul, “I saw the son of 
Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, 10 and he inquired of the LORD for 
him and gave him provisions and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 

11 Then the king sent to summon Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father's 
house, the priests who were at Nob, and all of them came to the king. 12 And Saul said, 
“Hear now, son of Ahitub.” And he answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 13 And Saul said to him, 
“Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse, in that you have given 
him bread and a sword and have inquired of God for him, so that he has risen against me, 
to lie in wait, as at this day?” 14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, “And who among all 
your servants is so faithful as David, who is the king's son-in-law, and captain over your 
bodyguard, and honored in your house? 15 Is today the first time that I have inquired of 
God for him? No! Let not the king impute anything to his servant or to all the house of my 
father, for your servant has known nothing of all this, much or little.” 16 And the king said, 
“You shall surely die, Ahimelech, you and all your father's house.” 17 And the king said to 
the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the LORD, because their hand 
also is with David, and they knew that he fled and did not disclose it to me.” But the 
servants of the king would not put out their hand to strike the priests of the LORD. 18 Then 
the king said to Doeg, “You turn and strike the priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and 
struck down the priests, and he killed on that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen 
ephod. 19 And Nob, the city of the priests, he put to the sword; both man and woman, child 
and infant, ox, donkey and sheep, he put to the sword. 

Why would Saul have his own priests killed? Saul suspected a conspiracy among Jonathan, 
David, and the priests. His suspicion came from Doeg’s report of seeing David talking to 
Ahimelech, the high priest, and receiving food and a weapon from him (22:9-10). Saul’s action 
showed his mental and emotional instability and how far he had strayed from God. 

By destroying everything in Nob, Saul was placing the city under the ban described 
in Deuteronomy 13:12-17, which was supposed to be used only in cases of idolatry and rebellion 
against God. But it was Saul, not the priests, who had rebelled against God. 

Why did God allow 85 innocent priests and their families to be killed? Their deaths served to 
dramatize to the nation how a king could become an evil tyrant. Where were Saul’s advisers? 
Where were the elders of Israel? This was one of the consequences of the people demanding a 
king to rule over them. God does not promise to protect good people from evil in this world; 
following God is not a ticket to wealth, success, or health. But God does promise that ultimately 
all evil will be abolished. Those who have remained faithful through their trials will experience 
great rewards in the age to come (Matthew 5:11-12; Revelation 21:1-7; 22:1-21). 

20 But one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped and fled 
after David.  

Abiathar escaped to David with an ephod (23:6), a priestly garment containing the Urim and 
Thummim, two objects David used to consult God. The ephod was probably the only symbol of 
the priesthood that survived Saul’s raid and made it into David’s camp. Saul destroyed Israel’s 
priesthood, but when David became king, he installed Abiathar as the new high priest. Abiathar 
remained in that position during David’s entire reign. 
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21 And Abiathar told David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD. 22 And David said to 
Abiathar, “I knew on that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell 
Saul. I have occasioned the death of all the persons of your father's house. 23 Stay with me; 
do not be afraid, for he who seeks my life seeks your life. With me you shall be in 
safekeeping.” 
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